Young Israel of Kew Garden Hills and Yeshiva Tiferes Miriam present
Yaakov Shwekey, Shalsheles Junior, Michoel Pruzansky, 
and Cantor Simcha Levinstein
Kupferberg (Colden) Center at Queens College
January 5, 2008 8:45 PM
By: Josh Block (www.joshsjm.com)
This was an incredible concert!  Although it was not sold out, few seats were remaining in the audience.  After seeing this show, I understand why!  The lineup was as follows: Shalsheles Junior, Michoel Pruzansky, Yaakov Shwekey, Simcha Levinstein, then Shwekey again.  Because of the late start of this concert, it went straight through with no breaks or intermission.  It had a very smooth flow.

Shalsheles Junior began by singing Modeh Ani.  They were awesome!  Shalsheles Junior is made up of four very talented boys: Yosef Schick, Simcha Koch, Avi Mehl, and Tuvia Korn.  Yosef and Simcha are alumni of the Miami Boys Choir.    Next, they sang Ivdu with Avi Mehl playing the piano.  He plays the piano with no music (he memorizes it or is able to play by ear) and he even sings too!  All of the boys have an incredible stage presence and seem very comfortable in front of the crowd.  Shalsheles Junior sang a couple more songs including Hinei Ma Tov which is the first song on the new Shalsheles 4 album.  One of the senior members of Shalsheles came and sang with them.  He was ok.  I would have liked to hear Shalsheles Junior sing two or three more songs such as Mi Haish or Ilu Phinu.  However, their performance was strong and well-liked by the audience.
Michoel Pruzansky came on next, singing 4 or 5 songs.  He is also a Miami Boys Choir alum.  I had not heard any of his music beforehand.  I found his performance to be meaningful and fun!  Some of his songs were more serious while others had an upbeat tone, a good mix.  My favorite of his was of course Pruzbul.  The Yeshiva students kept requesting this song but Michoel insisted on saving it for last…a wise choice!  He had the whole audience excited by the time this song came and everybody sang along.  He seemed very confident and appeared to enjoy himself on stage.  After his performance, he sat in the audience.  It turns out; he was sitting directly across the aisle from me.  I got to meet him, which was neat.  Soon though, he had to leave to get ready to perform in the ending of the concert.

Yaakov Shwekey, another Miami Boys Choir alum. was next!  He entered the auditorium from the back.  No one knew where he was, we could only hear him singing.  Soon he appeared and walked towards the front of the auditorium, greeting everyone as he sang, eventually making it to the stage.  The crowd was wild with excitement yelling and applauding him.  Throughout his performance, he sang a bunch of songs including Ma Ma Ma, Birshus, Eishes Chayil, Tatte, and L’Shem Shomayim.  Throughout his performance, he invited children to come up on stage and dance with him.  It was very cute.  A couple of parents were jealous that their childred were not invited up, so they lifted their child on stage without Shwekey noticing.  This created an inappropriate, yet comical situation when Shwekey walked across stage to find a child randomly standing on the stage.  He handled it very well and held the boy’s hand in order to dance with him.  One or two other parents tried doing this as well, but the Brooklyn College security stopped them, which was a wise move.  This was Shwekey’s show; wasn’t it?  Shwekey had the Yeshiva students fired up throughout his entire performance.  He even came off stage to sing with them a couple of times.  He handled them well also.  After a handful of songs, Shwekey left to allow the next performer to come to the stage.
Cantor Simcha Levinstein, a thirteen and a half year old boy from Israel came on the stage ready to impress us all!  He immediately began to sing.  WOW, he has an incredible voice!  He seemed very confident as well.  He sang three or four songs before leaving the stage for Shwekey to come back on.  At one point, Simcha took a water break.  He picked up the bottle, said Shehakol, and drank the water!  It was funny.
Shwekey came back on stage refreshed and ready to continue performing.  He sang more of the songs listed above and soon invited Michoel Pruzansky and Shalsheles Junior to join him back on stage.  They sang a song or two together and then did a Kumzitz including Rachem.  I really enjoyed this part and thought it was neat that both adult performers and two of the boys were alumni of the Miami Boys Choir.  All of their voices blended together nicely to form a great sound.  Shwekey sang another song by himself then invited Simcha Levinstein back on stage to sing with him.  Their voices sounded incredible together!  Although Shwekey said he was no cantor, he has a very strong cantor voice.  Hearing them sing together was definitely a highlight of the concert.
Finally, the entire cast: the 4 Shalsheles Junior Boys, Simcha Levinstein, Michoel Pruzansky, and Yaakov Shwekey came back on stage to conclude the concert with the Finale, Ben Bag Bag.

The lighting of the concert was very nice.  It provided for better pictures than most concerts.  They kept the stage very bright!  The sound was excellent as well.  There were very few microphone issues, maybe two or three.  Another neat aspect of the concert was the Neginah Orchestra.  It is made up of about 20 members playing instruments such as trumpets, saxophones, violins, percussion, guitars, keyboards, and a trombone.  I have never an orchestra as full as this one.  They produced an incredible sound.   With every single performer being top notch, this concert was excellent and one that I am glad I didn’t miss.
